
 

 

  

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

City Council Chambers 

Monday, June 14, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

MINUTES 
Members Present  

Mayor, Becky S. Smith, Council Members: Alfred Carpenter, Kay McCathen, Brenda Boyd, Dan Boling, 

Joe Will, and Donnie Griffin were all present. City Manager, James Inman and City Attorney, David Smith 

was present as well. 

 

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Van Spencer from First Concord Methodist led the audience in 

prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda  

By motion of Alfred Carpenter and unanimous vote, the June agenda was approved. 

Special Presentation—  

1. Livent: Mayor & City Council recognized Livent for their contributions with the City's COVID 

19 Vaccine Clinic in March and April 2021. Mayor Smith invited all present to congratulate 

Livent. 

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment  

Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. The following came forth:  

Scott Parrish of 404 E. Ohio- Mr. Parrish has been a resident of Bessemer City for over 30 years. Today he 

is present to express his concern regarding property that is owned by Dana Greene at 402 N. 10th. Mr. 

Parrish stated that the house is a nuisance and has been an issue in the community for several years. Thus, 

Mr. Parrish and his family have experienced pest and property issues.   

City Manager, James Inman discussed that a civil lawsuit is currently pending for the said property owner. 

In a civil lawsuit the courts can order an individual to pay fines that the City has assessed for the junk and 

debris on the property.  

Consent Agenda —  

The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Dan Boling: 

2. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting minutes of May 10th, 2021 



3. Approval of Minutes: Work Session Meeting minutes from of May 25th, 2021  

Public Hearing- Proposed FY 2021- 2022 Budget 

As required by NCGS 159-12, the City is required to hold a public hearing prior to adopting the fiscal 

budget. By motion of Kay McCathen and unanimous vote, the public hearing was opened at 7:23 PM. 

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone to speak in favor of the 2021-2022 proposed budget. There was 

none.  

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone to speak in opposition of the 2021-2022 proposed budget. There 

was none.  

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, the public hearing to consider the 2021-2022 proposed 

budget was closed at 7:24 PM. A copy of the budget ordinance is on file at City Hall.  

 

Ordinance- Proposed FY 2021- 2022 Budget: 

Light discussion between Council and City Manager ensued regarding the proposed 2021-2022 budget. 

This budget was completed with no tax increase to citizens, Police Officer starting pay was raised to 

$45,000 to remain comparable to other municipalities in the County. This budget will allow for new 

playground equipment for the Indian Springs Park, new equipment for the Fire Department, generators 

for pump stations and City Hall Annex. City Manager, James Inman thanked the Council for their hard 

work on behalf of the Staff.  

By motion of Dan Boling and unanimous vote, the 2021-2022 proposed budget was adopted.  

 

Board Appointment Application: 

Director of Administration, Josh Ross addressed Council regarding all appointed boards and their 

vacancies.  

 

By motion of Joe Will and unanimous vote, David Absher was reappointed to the Planning & Zoning 

Board of Adjustments. He will serve until 2024. 

 

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, John Matsik was reappointed to the ABC Board. He 

will serve until 2024.  

 

     By general consensus, Mayor and Council will meet with the applicants who applied for the Downtown     

Development Board at the June 2021 Work Session. Council member, Joe Will will work on finding an 

additional candidate for the ABC Board.  

     

     City Manager's Report 

      Stinger Park Update 

Parks & Recreation Director, JoD Franklin addressed Council regarding Stinger Park. Mr. Franklin 

spoke about the groundbreaking in April 2021 as well as grading taking place on site. The site should 

be completely cleared by the end of June.  



       General 

Staff continues to work with the Gaston County Economic Development Commission (EDC) on a 

prospect project.  

 

Staff continues to work with the investment groups pursuing the Osage Mill Redevelopment Project, a 

$40,000,000.00 mixed use project taking place in downtown.  

 

Council General Discussion 

Mayor Smith opened the floor for Council general discussion. Council Members, Dan Boling, Brenda 

Boyd, and Alfred Carpenter thanked all the employees for their hard work and commended City staff. 

Council Member, Kay McCathen thanked the Police Chief and Police Department for being dedicated 

to their jobs. Council Member, Donnie Griffin commended all City departments for doing well. Mr. 

Griffin especially commended, JoD Franklin & Andrea Nixon for another successful Down Home 

Festival and the community concert and car shows.  

      Adjourn 

 Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, 

the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 

 

 


















